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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2016-596
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the General Counsel
Date of Introduction: September 13, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: PHS, F
Date of Analysis: September 15, 2016
Type of Action: Appropriation; approval of legal settlement; designation of oversight agency
Bill Summary: The bill approves a settlement agreement for the lawsuit styled Curtis W. Lee and The Concerned Taxpayers of Duval County, Inc. v. City of Jacksonville and Jacksonville Police and Fire Pension Fund Board of Trustees, and appropriates $255,000 of General Fund – GSD fund balance to pay the settlement amount. The Finance and Administration Department is designated to oversee the appropriation of the Settlement and act as the City client for the purposes of the Office of General Counsel in administering the Settlement.
Background Information: Curtis Lee and the Concerned Taxpayers of Duval County sued the City and the Police and Fire Pension Fund board in 2011 alleging that pension benefits for police officers and firefighters were negotiated in meetings held outside of the requirements of the Florida Government in the Sunshine Act.  The trial court found in favor of the plaintiffs. The Police and Fire Pension Fund board appealed the verdict (the City did not appeal) and the appellate court upheld the circuit court’s ruling. The City and the PFPF board have negotiated separate settlements of plaintiff’s legal fees in the amount of $331,800 from the PFPF and $255,000 from the City. This bill approves the City settlement agreement with Curtis Lee and Concerned Taxpayers and appropriates the $255,000 from General Fund – GSD fund balance to the Judgements, Claims and Losses account.
Policy Impact Area: Legal settlement
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates the $255,000 from General Fund – GSD fund balance to the Judgements, Claims and Losses account.
Analyst: Clements
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